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of Stephen's sister to Bajazet, for it provided the
Turks with a claim, which they afterwards put for-
ward, to the Servian throne. It was a humiliating
position for Stephen and his people ; but thus only
could they retain even a shadow of independence.

The dissensions which broke out between the sons
of Bajazet after his death, gave a further respite to
Servia and Bosnia. Stephen availed himself of this
ooportunity tu improve the internal condition of his
C'.-untry. Attempts have been made to depict him
as the founder of constitutional government in S-rvia,
and he is said to have created two legislative chambers,
one composed of chiefs or nobles, the other represen-
tative of the people. This is an obvious anachronism ;
but it is clear that he divided his servants into three
classes. The first class formed a sort of cabinet,
which conferred with him in an inner room, and dis-
cussed the affairs of the realm; the second, in an
adjoining department, acted as secretaries, and issued
the orders of their superiors to the third class, whose
duty it was to earn- out those orders at once. It is
upon this fact that the theory of a Servian constitu-
tion in the early years of the fifteenth century has
been based. He secured the restoration of Belgrade
by the Hungarians and made it his residence,
strengthening it with fortifications and adorning it
with fine buildings. Like most rulers of his house,
he was a friend of the clergy, and his benevolence
and simple life excited the admiration of monastic
chroniclers.

But the mutual quarrels of Bajazet's heirs soon
tempted the Serbs to intervene. Stephens younger